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 The Culpeper Literacy Council is celebrating its 20th year of operation!  Huge 

heartfelt thanks to all who have helped the Culpeper Literacy Council in every facet of 

operation and behind the scenes.   This non-profit 501(c) 3 organization would not be 

what it is today without hard work and dedication from all past and present board, 

staff, volunteers, donors, grantors, students, tutors, and teachers.  You have helped us to help others to 

succeed and have continued to give of yourselves for literacy and education.  You have made a positive dif-

ference in the community! 

 In these 20 years, the CLC, in its effort toward improved literacy, continues to, as stated in its by-

ƭŀǿǎΣ άǇǊƻƳƻǘŜΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ му ȅŜŀǊǎ 

ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊΧΧέ  ¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ /[/ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

donations.  One of the fundraising activities that are  planned, is a 2nd !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ά.99έ ŦƻǊ 

Literacy.  You are invited to join us on Thursday, the 27th of March 2008 from 7:00pm-9:00pm, for an eve-

ning of fun and laughter, at the Daniel Technology Center formerly known as the Germanna Center for Ad-

vanced Technology, at 18181 Technology Drive in Culpeper.  Tickets for admission are $10.00 per person.  

To purchase tickets, please fill out the following form and mail it to us along with your payment.  We will 

mail your tickets to you immediately!  

The CLC thanks you for  your support!!! 

www.culpeperliteracy.com 

Please send _________tickets @ $10.00 per ticket , totaling_________________________ 

 for the:   2nd  Annual Community Spelling òBEEó for Literacy on 27 March, 2008.  

Name:  _____________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:  ______________________________________________ Ph:  ___________________ 

For Tickets, please make checks payable to Culpeper Literacy Council 

415 S. Main Street 

Suite 204 

Culpeper, Virginia 22701 
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 G E D :                   

Visions of the GED 

The students who attend class at the 
Culpeper Literacy Council are remark-
able.  Unable to receive their high 
school diploma the traditional way of 

attending public school, they have come to our classes for 
the extra help they need to pass the GED. 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ D95 ǘŜǎǘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ 
there, their visions are much larger.  I am finding that most 
of them have plans to give back to the community, some by 
continuing their education in local colleges; others want to 
attend adult education classes enabling them to move into 
the field of law enforcement, another wants to study to be 
an emergency medical technician and yet another young 
mother wants to help out in the local school system but 
needs a GED.  This would allow her to substitute teach and 
thus enabling other teachers to take an emergency day off.   

We recently have learned of two exciting programs being 
held in Virginia which will help a few GED students mone-
tarily to start their new paths. 

The first is a contest sponsored by  The Literacy Fair of Vir-
ƎƛƴƛŀΣ LƴŎΦΩǎ сth Annual Outstanding Adult Learner Award; 
ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ά¢Ŝƭƭ 
¸ƻǳǊ {ǘƻǊȅέΦ  ¢ƘŜ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ CŀƛǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ aŀȅ ннΣ нллу 
ƛƴ YŜȅǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ ±!Φ  /ǳƭǇŜǇŜǊ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 9{h[Σ ǇǊŜ-GED 
and GED students are invited to tell their story to the liter-
ŀŎȅ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōȅ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ άWhen you know 
better, you do betterΦέ    ¢ƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ 
April 4, 2008.  Last year a student of the Culpeper Literacy 
Council was awarded one of the monetary prizes and this 
year we hope to see another winner from Culpeper.   Please 
ask your instructor for more information and full descrip-
tion of rules and essay topic. 

The second program is a statewide annual award of the Ida 
J. Hill Scholarship, presented by Altrusa International, Inc. of 
the Capital City of Virginia.  This is a $500 scholarship 
awarded to two qualifying adults re-entering the workforce 
or advancing their employment skills.   Requirement for 
participation in the scholarship program is submission of a 
nomination letter from the organization (CLC) and a letter/
statement from the potential recipient indicating interest 
and how the funds will be used.  The deadline for this con-
test is March 3, 2008.   If you are interested in applying for 
this scholarship please see your instructor. 

We wish each student the best as they continue their edu-
cation and reach their goals after taking their GED. 

SHERYL COSGROVE  

   New Tutor Training:  

The following trainees were awarded cer-
ǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ /[/Ωǎ bŜǿ ¢ǳǘƻǊ 
Training, held on February 2, 2008:  Janice 
Bader, Elizabeth Bennett, Lona Casanova, 
Kimberly Cooper, Brenda Crist, Janet Henri-

ques, Stacey Jordan, Isabel Kulick, Anne Rogers, Dave Ruffo, 
Susan Stackhouse and Pat Treacy.    WELCOME ABOARD! 

A hearty welcome and very informative CLC historical over-
view was presented by Executive Director, Diana Tobias to get 
things off to a great start.  Other presenters were:  Sheryl 
Cosgrove, GED instructor; Al Costanzo, Tutor/TABE Tester; 
Rose Costanzo, Librarian/Tutor; Mary Dale, Jail Tutor; Rose-
Mary Sunderland, Educational Coordinator and Frank 
Walusek, ESOL Instructor. 

The agenda included:  Tutor Job Description, Reporting Re-
quirementsτCLC Data Base, Student Profile/Intake Proce-
dure, Tutor ResourcesτLibrary Show and Tell, CLC GED Pro-
gram/ Literacy Link, ESOL, EL Civics (Rosetta Stone et al), Cre-
ating a Lesson Plan, and the GED Jail Program. 

The twelve new tutors are very enthusiastic about helping in 
the community and anxious to get started.  The need for tu-
tors that exists in our area is such that they will all be given 
assignments by the end of the month! 

  Rosemary Sunderland  

EDUCATION/TRAINING:  

Below:  Rose Costanzo decorated this beautiful wreath repre-

senting the Culpeper Literacy Council, to be auctioned at the 

²ƛƴŘƳƻǊŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ¢ǊŜŜǎΦ 
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ESOL/ EL Civics News   

 The big ESOL news is the snowfall 
of Thursday, January 17, 2008.  You may 
rightfully ask why this is such a big news 
item?  The answer to your question is at 
least threefold: one Peruvian, one Thai 
and one Nepalese.  These three students 

had never experienced snowfall before.   Think snowball, 
think snowman, think sliding or sledding.  Think about all the 
opportunities to learn new English words.  As you can imag-
ine, the snow event was a great chance to open up discus-
sion/conversation/lessons with these three and the rest of 
the class. 

The other reason snow is the ESOL news of the season is that 
it shows how easy it can be to tutor.  Everyone was talking 
about the snow.  And there are so many other events that we 
take English for granted which are really opportunities for 
ESOL students to expand their English capabilities.  Conversa-
tionalists wanted!! 

December was a slow month for intakes, which allowed us to 
catch up on some of the backlog.  We started to do a little 
ƳƻǊŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ {ǘƻǊȅκ[ƛŦŜ ƻŦ ψψψψψψέ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜΦ  
Discussing topics that they might want their children to know 
about their own lives, then putting these ideas into good 
grammatical sentences, has been a good exercise.  

²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊƳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ 
many forms that are part of our lives, with which we become 
familiar, that we forget how complicated form language is. 

¢ƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ άǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊέ 
marches on.  For math majors or people who like to play with 
numbers; fifty-seven (57)  ESOL students were active in De-
cember.  We served a total of one hundred twenty-seven 
όмнтύ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ōȅ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
of people.  We cannot do it without you. 

Thanks again for your help and support.  

P.S.  Send volunteers!   Frank Walusek   

Book Ends 
Our library is growing.  We have added a sixth 
bookcase that will soon be filled.  Just when I 
think that I have caught up, more books come 
in. 

Edie and Steve Grassi very generously donated  books that 
have already  fill two shelves of our new bookcase.  These  
are supplementary books that may be of interest to stu-
dents reading on 3rd to 5th grade reading level. 

 I am at the Literacy Council most Tuesday mornings, and  
available  to help a tutor  find material. 

 

LIBRARY         by:  Rose Costanzo

$TKODODQ -HSDQ@BX $NTMBHK½R  

Annual Fund Raisers 

CLC will once again begin its annual fundraiser campaign in 

March.  We will be sending our letters requesting donations 

from the community.  Contact us to add your name and 

address or other potential donors to our mailing list.  With 

help from Board Members and volunteers, we should have 

the letters out by the first week of March.   

!ƭǎƻΣ ƻǳǊ ά.99έ CƻǊ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нтǘƘ 

from 7:00p.m.τ 9:00 p.m.  For tickets to this event, please 

call the office at 540-825-5804 or fill out the form on page 1 

of this newsletter. 

Many thanks to our past donors for your generous support.  

Only those who risk going too far will ever know 

how far they can go.   - Unknown 

 

 

 

Culpeper Literacy Council is pleased to announce the following people passed the Official GED test in Feb-

ruary:  Shelby Hemmen, Kathryn Sooksanguan and Sasha VanDeFlier.  Congratulations to all of you.  We 

wish you the best in your future endeavors. 
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Below:  Al Costanzo clued us into another possible fringe 

benefit of volunteer tutoringτthat is a tax deduction for 

your mileage.    However, it is for those who use Schedule A 

to prepare their taxes.  Ask your tax preparer  or consult 

your tax guide, (see Department of the Treasury, IRS Publi-

Ŏŀǘƛƻƴ рнс ά/ƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎέ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀπ

tion). 

Frank Walusek 

(standing) gave the 

overview of ESOL and 

EL Civics.  Frank was a 

volunteer with the Lit-

eracy Council for many 

years before becoming 

our ESOL/EL Civics in-

structor.  He has been 

very instrumental in 

our ESOL program and 

the start of our many 

ESOL classes.  We ap-

preciate everything he 

has done and continues 

to do for us. 


