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 The Culpeper Literacy Council has experienced a tremendous increase in students! In  the first 5 
months of the year, we saw an 80% increase in enrollment.  At the end of the 6th month, we found 
that we were serving the same amount of students that we had served last fiscal year. Why such 
an increase? Is it due to the economy?  Is it because people are becoming more aware that liter-
acy skills are an important part of everything we do? Communication and literacy skills a person 
has is key; be it reading a letter, learning English, helping a child with homework, working on a 

computer, etc.  Is it that heightened awareness which brings us to the realization that obtaining a GED will help 
ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƧƻōǎΚ aŀȅōŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǿŜ Ǝŀƛƴ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ǘŀǎƪǎ ǿŜ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ 
each day.  Each step one takes toward improving themselves through education gives an open-ended opportunity 
of a lifetime, a stepping stone to attaining personal dreams with the help of education. Whatever the case may be, 
the Culpeper Literacy Council is continuing to meet the needs of the students that come through our doors. The 
staff and volunteers share their knowledge and expertise with the students and give them the best possible in-
struction, so they are soon on their way to a better and more successful future. 
 As we continue to grow to meet the needs of all of the students who come to us for instruction, the suc-
cess of our organization also depends a great deal on all of you.  With the increase of students we have experi-
enced, we also need your support with donations; now we need your help more than ever. All your help is greatly 
appreciated, as we work to sustain our programs and help others to succeed. 
 Thanks to all of you that support Literacy. It truly is a gift of the heart. 

- Diana Tobias  

www.culpeperliteracy.com 

Congratulations to Harry Wicht (center), winner of 

the Culpeper Literacy Council Time-Share raffle..  A 

huge thank you to the anonymous donors of the 

time-share from all of us at  the CLC, we truly appre-

ciate your kindness, generosity , and support  in 

helping to sustain our much needed programs. 

Joe Daniel picks the winner of the Time Share.  Thank you, Joe! 

 

3rd Annual Community Spelling Bee  

At:  Germanna Daniel Technology Center  

1181 Technology Drive 

Culpeper, VA  22701  

Thursday, March 26, 2009  

Time: 6:30 ð 9:00pm  

Tickets are $10.00 per person and 

can be purchased  at the Culpeper 

Literacy Council M-F from 9-2pm 

or by mail.  

Please join us for a great night of fun. 

...Desserts and beverages included in 

ticket price. 
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ESOL/EL Civics News:   

Another student has reached the envi-
ŀōƭŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
{ǘŀǘŜǎέΦ bƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
event for the student, but you cannot 
imagine how fulfilling this is for the tutor 

as well. After all, the preparation for the citizenship test 
is a joint effort. Student and tutor put in a lot of time 
and study to successfully pass the required tests. 

L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΥ 

Tutors working with students to achieve great 
things  

Volunteers putting in time and effort to achieve 
ŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 

students reaching targets 

Sometimes the achievement is not as obvious as getting 
an official document. Sometimes the achievement is ob-
Ǿƛƻǳǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǘƻǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǘƻǊ 
who can enjoy the progress made. But the satisfaction is 
there none the less. 

How do we know? Tutors and students tell us. They 
want us to share in their success. And we want you to 
feel that success as well. Join us as a volunteer; as a tu-
tor. See what it feels like when you can help an adult 
read or write, something they have not been good at 
before. Help a student get ready to get that GED and 
feel the success. Give an ESOL student the confidence to 
use English in his/her everyday life. See how a parent 
feels when they can help their child with homework. See 
the many success stories that make the Literacy Council 
a great place to be, a great place for students, but also a 
great place for volunteers to succeed.  

 

   FRANK WALUSEK   

²Ŝ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ άbŜǿ ¢ǳǘƻǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέ ƻƴ 
October 25, 2008.   Executive Director, 
Diana Tobias welcomed the 10 atten-
dees with an informative historical 
overview of the Culpeper Literacy 

Council.       

Various programs offered by CLC were explained by the 
representatives from each department.  Instructor, 
Sheryl Cosgrove, shared a power point presentation of 
the GED program.  Frank Walusek explained how the 
ESOL program uses various techniques including the 
Rosetta Stone program to help the students learn Eng-
lish.  Mary Dale told us about how the CLC has been 
used in the Jail program.  I ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άLƴǘŀƪŜ tǊƻπ
ŎŜŘǳǊŜέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  Who they are and how we 
help them get into the appropriate classes or matched 
to a tutor. 

During lunch we had a couple of current tutors talk with 
us.  They shared what made their jobs so fulfilling and 
why they were spending their time with our pro-
gram.  They answered questions from the training class 
about how they knew where to start, including  a few 
common situations and how to handle them.  This was 
one of the best parts of the training according to those 
attending.   

wƻǎŜ /ƻǎǘŀƴȊƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΦ {ƘŜ 
gave us a tour of the library and how to use it for teach-
ing resources & materials.  She does a wonderful job 
and is looking for a volunteer to help her with this very 
important project.  Al Costanzo did a briefing on tax in-
formation tutors can use. 

We were very pleased to have the trainees awarded cer-
ǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ /[/Ωǎ bŜǿ ¢ǳǘƻǊǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΗ   

As a result of our wonderful tutors, the average wait 
time for a new student is less than one day at CLC.   

Carolyn zacheis  

EDUCATION/TRAINING:  

 

Ȱ2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ ×ÅÌÌ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÏÌÉÔÕÄÅ ÃÁÎ ÁÆÆÏÒÄ ÙÏÕȢȱ  -   Harold Bloom, 1930 
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C LC  C L A S SES   

ESOL 

Sunday  9:00τ11:00 a.m. 

Monday   5:00τ9:00 p.m. 

Tuesday  9:00-11:00 a.m.& 11:30-1:30 p.m. 

  6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday  5:00τ8:00 p.m. 

Thursday 9:00-11:00 a.m.& 11:30-1:00 p.m. 

Friday - EL Civics   9:30a.m.-11:30, 12:30p.m.-2:30p.m.  

  & 6:30p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Conversational English Classes: 

8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 

 

GED 

Monday & Wednesday (Luba) 9:00-11:30 a.m. 

Saturday Afternoon (Sheryl) 12:30-3:00 p.m. 

 

*Registration is required to participate in any of the 
above classes.  To do so, please call 825-5804. 

GED Official Practice Test  

March 19, 2009  8:45-1:00 p.m.    

April 30, 2009  8:45-1:00 p.m. 

May 28, 2009  8:45-1:00 p.m. 

June 25, 2009  8:45-1:00 p.m. 

**For GED testing sites and dates, please visit our web-
site at www.culpeperliteracy.com 

Luba and I have found that a number 

of the GED students  we serve are 

available to attend all of the CLC GED 

ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ ¢ƘŀǘΨǎ 

exciting news! If a student is available 

to spend more time in class, they can gain more knowl-

edge in a shorter span of time. Terrific!  It is critical that 

Luba and I keep the lines of communication flowing 

about student progress, future class instruction, assign-

ments, and homework. For instance, the other day, we 

had the opportunity to spend quite a few hours plan-

ning for our classes, targeting the most crucial subjects 

the students need to master.   We plan so the students 

receive seamless flow of instruction from us.  Quite 

frankly, many of them enjoy the opportunity to meet 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ D95 LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 

that these students are having fun in class.  Luba and I 

also use e-mail and phone to get in touch with each 

other.   

We announced recently to the students that the 

Culpeper Literacy Council will be holding GED gradua-

tion on the 6th of June. The students are most excited 

to achieve their goals. They wish to graduate as soon as 

possible, and this is a great incentive.  

Many times we get announcements of scholarships and 

awards that are available to the students. Many are 

quite interested in doing what they can in order to go 

on to higher education. The receiving of an award or 

scholarship would be a great honor.  We do our utmost 

to make sure that all the students obtain the best pos-

sible instruction at the Culpeper Literacy Council. As 

each student forges ahead and learns, each step is a 

successful one. We are so very proud of each and every 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ DǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō D95 ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΗ 

SHERYL COSGROVE 

CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎŀ tŜǊŜȊΣ /[/Ωǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ όŀōƻǾŜύ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻŦŦ 

her Citizenship Certificate.  She worked very hard to at-

tain it in only a few months time.  Congratulations, 

Francisca!! 

GED News:  
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At the end of September 2008, I 
came on board as the new GED 
teacher for the Monday and 
Wednesday morning classes.  So far, 
it has been a wonderful experience. 

Due to my husband's job, we recently moved up to 
Culpeper from Melbourne, Florida.  It has taken some 
adjustment of getting used to the "four" seasons again, 
after basically enjoying twelve months of beautiful, 
warm, and sunny weather (except for the hurricane sea-
son, of course!).  But this adjustment came quickly, since 
we have lived in various parts of the country before, in-
cluding out West, around the Great Lakes region, and in 
upstate New York. 

My work experience spans the fields of medicine, teach-
ƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΦ  L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 
for a number of years in the field of Internal Medicine, 
specializing in cardio-pulmonary diagnostics.  I have 
taught elementary school music (vocal/instrumental) and 
drama and worked has a substitute teacher in all subjects 
(preK-3 through Grade 12).  Being of Ukrainian heritage, I 
taught at a school of Ukrainian studies as well as worked 
in computer typesetting/publishing of journals, children's 
magazines, books, and brochures both in English and 
Ukrainian. 

While raising three children, volunteer work was always 
right around the corner.  I belonged to various organiza-
tions including the Ukrainian National Women's League 
of America where I was the pre-school coordinator and 
program supervisor; PLAST ς the Ukrainian Scouting Or-
ganization where I was a Girl Scout leader and camp 
counselor for twenty years; and as a judge for various 
science fairs throughout the country. 

Before moving to Culpeper, I worked at Huntington 
Learning Center as an administrative assistant and tutor.  
This was a very rewarding experience as it gave me a 
chance to work in a variety of situations including one-on
-one, the physically disabled, the No Child Left Behind 
program, and with adults returning back to school.   This 
has definitely prepared me for the work that I do here at 
the Culpeper Literacy Council. 

The staff and volunteers here are great.  Everyone has 
made me feel welcome and has been an enormous 
source of help as I stepped into my new role.  Should 
there ever be a need, I know whom to turn to for guid-

MORE Ged NEWS . . .  

ance. 

Currently, my class consists of eight students.  It is 
amazing to see the transformation.  Many came into 
the class with much uneasiness and low-self esteem.  
After only a few months, they have realized that with 
hard work and through sheer determination, they can 
accomplish things that not too long ago seemed im-
possible.  Three students have already passed their 
GED and are taking the next step of applying to 
schools of higher education.  A few more are getting 
ready to follow in their footsteps.  Their enthusiasm 
and renewed self-confidence has given them a reason 
to strive for a better tomorrow through the GED pro-
gram.  Kudos for a job well done!  May they be an in-
spiration for all those who follow them. 

LUBA HORODYSKYJ 

Lignum Ruritan Club has scheduled a spaghetti 

dinner for March 14, 2009 from 5-7 p.m.  Menu 

will be chicken and/or meatballs with spaghetti, 

salad, Italian bread, assorted desserts and bever-

ages. Cost is $10.00/person. 

Lignum Ruritan is 20489 Gibson Road, Lignum, VA  Take 

Route 3 east, right on Lignum Road and right on Gibson 

Lane. 

**Other dates of interest for the Lignum Ruritan Club are: 

April 18τHam/Turkey Dinner 

May 16τShrimp Dinner 

Costs to be determined later. 

From the time the Culpeper Literacy Coun-
cil began, the organization received all 
books and reference material free of 
charge, as they had been donated. That is 
no longer the case.  Our students are no 
longer able to write in books  and keep 

them for their own use for their class work and study.  

Our  dedicated volunteer tutors or staff sometimes use 
their own money to buy books that they need the stu-
dents to use.  The books that we presently have in our 
library are all that we will have if we do not get funding 
for these resources.   

ROSE COSTANZO 


